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Boston Teacher to Watch Oscars from an Insider’s Point of View 

Local Teacher Brings Back to Brighton High School Skills Learned from Hollywood Workshop 

February 22, 2011 -- Pamela Foley, visual/performing arts teacher at Brighton High School, will watch 
the Oscars from an insider’s perspective this Sunday. Using a $5,000 Fund for Teachers grant, Foley 
spent one week last summer in Hollywood herself, learning aspects of filmmaking from industry 
professionals to create a new filmmaking curriculum. Sponsored by Independent Student Media Films, a 
collaboration of film industry experts who developed a filmmaking curriculum for teachers, Foley 
worked around the clock on all aspects of filmmaking. Centered around a short film called Among 
Thieves, Foley met with screenwriters, developed storyboards, edited the script, and planned the shoot 
during the preproduction portion of the workshop. She then went on location for two days, creating the 
set, setting up lighting, shooting the film, and coordinating  the actors' wardrobes. 

“This generation of students is bombarded each day by the media, as 
well as technology,” said Foley. “It is our job as teachers to jump on 
board and make sure students are not only educated about the 
media and its persuasion on our lives, but also train students to use 
the media for their own expression and persuasion. I feel that 
filmmaking is one of the most expressive and impactful ways for 
students to voice their knowledge and opinions. I also felt that as a 
teacher, I needed to learn more about the industry of filmmaking so 
that I could bring to them real life experience beyond the media 
glamour of Hollywood. My Fund for Teachers fellowship allowed me 
to step outside my comfort zone and become a student of film within 
the industry in Hollywood.” 

Back at Brighton, Foley is leading students’ effort to create film PSAs 
for the Drug Task Force, as well as spearheading a video yearbook 
project for the school.  

This Fund for Teachers fellowship broadened my knowledge of 
filmmaking in a way that I never thought possible,” said Foley. 
“Filmmaking is a holistic source of expression, using writing skills, 

problem solving, and team work throughout the process. My hope is to inspire students through my 
own journey as a student of film.” 

Fund for Teachers is a national, donor-supported organization that awards fellowships for summer learning 
experiences to preK-12 teachers, empowering them to pursue their passions to then pique student engagement. 
Over the course of a decade, Fund for Teachers has invested more than $14.5 million in educators who, through 
their own life-long learning, transform classroom experiences for students. In collaboration with Boston Plan for 
Excellence, FFT has awarded $950,000 in grants to 268 BPS teachers since 2004. BPS teachers awarded 2011 FFT 
grants will be announced in April. For more information, visit fundforteachers.org.  
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