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It’s a great way to battle those extra 
holiday pounds and get started on your 
New Year’s resolution when you sign 
up to participate in the inaugural Fund 
Run for Teachers, scheduled Jan. 21 at 
Sam Houston Park on Allen Parkway 
in Houston. There will be both a 5K 
Run/Walk and Kids K, so all ages and 
abilities can enjoy the fun.

The Fund Run is a festive time for 
teachers, students, parents and other 
Fund for Teachers supporters.

Past fellows are hosting carnival 
booths for children, with activities from 
cultures around the world.

Of course, the greatest draw for stu-
dents is seeing their teachers in the real 
world — outside the classrooms — in 
sweats and tennis shoes.

Registration and late sign-in begins 
at 8 a.m., with the start of the Kids K at 
8:30 a.m. The 5K Run/Walk begins at 9 
a.m. Carnival activities begin at 9 a.m. 
and end at noon.

Children may enter the Kids K free. 
For those 17 years old and younger, 
entry fee for the 5K is $10 before Jan. 6 
and $15 from Jan. 7 until early sign-in 
on race day. Fees for the 5K for ages 18 
and older are $20 before Jan. 6 and $25 
after that date.

Children 11 and younger must be ac-
companied by an adult.

Registration fees include a compli-
mentary long sleeve T-shirt and a finish-
ers time clock is provided.

Fund Run to Benefit
Houston Endowment

Backpack Express

Project Backpack saw to it that students displaced by hurricane Katrina didnʼt have to go to 
school empty handed. The supplies were shipped to AIDS Foundation Houston, and were 
distributed at Shearn Elementary School during the extreme makeover. Shown unloading the 
backpacks are, left to right, Anissa Hill, AIDS Foundation Houston; Karen Kovach-Webb, Fund 
for Teachers; Karen Covington, Elmore Public Relations; Perrin Worrell, Fund for Teachers 
and Sarah Bray, Elmore Public Relations. See related story on Page 4.

“I can’t wait to apply again,” said 
Rebecca Garrison as she spoke at the Fund 
for Teachers Fellows Celebration in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma Nov. 8 at One Williams Center. 
“I’m counting down the next five years.”

At the event, fellows met with donors 
and shared excitement as they recounted 
their individual summer journeys.

A total of 82 Tulsa-area teachers were 
awarded grants.

Fund for Teachers and its partner, the 
Tulsa Community Foundation, anticipate 
increasing the number of grants awarded 
by growing the amount of available funds. 

Stacy Schusterman, chairman and CEO 
of Samson Investment Company, spoke of 
the importance of having businesses and 

other potential donors demonstrate Tulsa’s 
commitment to its teachers, students and 
community. 

“I have been pleased with the open and 
See Teachers, Page 7

Tulsa Community Foundation hosts 
celebration honoring 2005 Fellows

Karen
Kovach-

Webb, 
left, visits 
with Fran 
Kallsnick 

at the Tulsa 
celebration.
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Fund for Teachers welcomes its newest 
administrative partners in the San Fran-
cisco/Oakland, Oklahoma and Atlanta 
programs. 

Marcus A. Foster Educational Institute 
and San Francisco Education Fund are co-
partners to support the Fund for Teachers 
expansion in California. 

Great Schools Atlanta is staffing support 

Trio of partners welcomed into vital 
roles in Fund for Teachers program

for the program in Atlanta, Georgia.
Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence is 

working with current Fund for Teachers 
partner, Tulsa Community Foundation, in 
administering the Oklahoma program.

That now brings a total of 13 adminis-
trative partners who are helping Fund for 
Teachers realize its goals of supporting 
teachers around the nation.

Our collective Journey 2005 is rapidly 
coming to a close as we look to a new year. 

The Fund for Teachers community 
continued in its positive growth during this 
past year. New coalitions with donors and 
administrative partners, volunteer selec-
tion committees and school administrators 
allowed us to award grants to 486 teachers 
teaching in 316 schools across 47 states. 

These coalitions are the circulatory sys-
tem of the Fund 
for Teachers or-
ganization. It is a 
system of mutual 
exchange and 
mutual benefit.

Our motiva-
tion, as original-
ly envisioned by 
Raymond Plank, 
is the triumph of teaching, a constant and 
relentless effort of improving the potential 
of each student and our collective futures.

Celebrate the opportunity given to a 
team of teachers from Washington, D.C. 
to visit Indonesia. Jennifer Yeck, Lynn 
Lahti-Hommeyer and Brett Colton speak 
eloquently in this issue about the benefits 
of having their project ideas validated, 
adopted and nurtured.

Shearn Elementary, in Houston, under-
went an incredible transformation during 
September. Fund for Teachers acted as a 
catalyst to bring many of our constituents 
together and make it happen. Read and 
learn about all of the wonderful partners 

Year of triumph, future of promise

‘You showed my teachers that they were 
valued and you empowered them with your 
recognition of how important their work is.’

BILL BUCK

who joined with us to make the makeover 
possible. 

In the words of Bill Buck, Shearn’s 
principal, “the students might not remem-
ber the test they took or the book they 
read this year. However, for the rest of 
their lives they will remember when the 
volunteers came to work with them…mak-
ing an impact on many children’s lives that 
will last forever. You showed my teachers 

that they were 
valued and you 
empowered 
them with your 
recognition of 
how important 
their work is.”  

We have more 
thanks than 
there is room 

to give. Teachers from across the country 
have sent us wonderful, uplifting words 
expressing gratitude. We’re pleased to 
share some of them with you.  

Thanks to the givers — those of you in 
the classrooms, boardrooms and living 
rooms. We are convinced that there has 
never been more need for our efforts and 
we are confident that collectively we can 
be incalculably more productive as we 
strive for a civil, peaceful and cooperative 
world.

  I bid you hope,
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First DC fellows travel to Indonesiaʼs
Tsunami-ravaged communities, schools

Guerilla warfare, Sharia law and a State 
Department travel alert — not to mention 
an outbreak of avian flu — were a few 
reasons travel to Aceh Province, Indonesia 
could be dangerous. However, when the 
opportunity of visiting the island of Su-
matra presented itself as a trio of teachers 
awarded a Fund for Teachers grant, there 
was no wavering.

Lynn Lahti-Hommeyer, Brett Colton and 
Jennifer Yeck were the first Fund for Teach-
ers recipients in a 
District of Colum-
bia Public School 
system.

Their school, Key 
Elementary, along 
with the commu-
nity, raised $30,000 
to help rebuild a 
school in Aceh fol-
lowing the devas-
tating tsunami a 
year ago. 

Now they 
would travel there 
with the goal of 
establishing a sister 
school relationship, 
as well as assessing 
a future teacher 
exchange program.

 The initial desti-
nation was Jakarta, 
Indonesia, where 
they were hosted by the director of a local 
NGO, Nurani Dunia. They met with World 
Bank and International Finance Corpora-
tion officials to inquire about additional 
funding options for their program. 

Also on the itinerary was a visit to three 
schools in a remote mountain village. The 
scenery was lush and tropical, with cows, 
chickens, goats and lambs meandering up 
and down the roads. 

The children were warm, polite and beau-
tiful. The teachers are dedicated and doing 
a thorough job with the resources they have, 
all at a salary of $46 per month.

The second destination was Aceh Prov-
ince. The situation greeting the group was 
numbing. Mounds of rubble and broken 
roads remained everywhere. Damaged 
buildings are still being cleared.

They heard many tsunami survivor 
stories. All had friends or relatives who 
had perished. Many were living in camps, 
housed in tents or barracks. It is predicted 
that it will require five years for a complete 
reconstruction.

In spite of the prevailing devastation, the 
visitors discovered that a surprising climate 
of hope prevailed in the schools.

 They met with staff members of several 
potential sister schools as well as numerous 
Indonesian schoolchildren. At each stop, 
the children greeted the honored guests 
with a traditional Muslim kiss of the hand, 
which amounted to over a thousand kisses 
for each guest. The students would take 
their hands, kiss the hand, and then press 
the hand to their forehead.  It is an endear-
ing tradition. 

“They were so spirited, so happy to see 

By Brett Colton with Jennifer Yeck and Lynn Lahti-Hommeyer

us,” explains Yeck. “We felt we were there 
to make them happy, to lift their spirits, but 
we almost didn’t have to. Their morale was 
so positive.”

The students sang songs, such as Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes in English. 

The students also shared songs, dances 
and drumming from their culture. After-
wards, Colton organized a spontaneous 
game of soccer, which was a huge hit.

As a result of this trip, teachers and 
community members have a vision for the 

growth of the sister 
school relationship.

“I’d like to see 
individual class-
rooms writing pen 
pal letters to the 
kids in the schools 
we visited,” said 
Hommeyer, “and 
I’d like to see 
another group of 
teachers have the 
opportunity to go 
back to Aceh.”

Plans are also 
underway to bring 
Indonesian teach-
ers to visit Key 
Elementary School 
in Washington, 
D.C. They would 
be able to observe 
American teaching 

methods firsthand.
Hommeyer, Colton and Yeck are cur-

rently pursuing additional grants through 
the Fulbright/Hays Group Project Seminar 
and the Best Buy Company to purchase 
computers for the sister school in Aceh. 

Educational needs are challenging in 
Indonesia due to damaged infrastructure, 
lack of textbooks and nonexistent comput-
ers. The goal is to give in tangible ways to 
the sister school in Indonesia. This trio is 
affecting change in a significant way. 

 The experience planted a seed that will 
bear fruit for years to come.
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It was a memorable day for 389 Shearn Elementary School 
students and its 36 faculty members, as nearly 400 volunteers from  
Houston descended on the campus Sept. 14 to provide the 50-year-
old Houston Independent School District facility a face lift. 

The “extreme makeover” was a part of the Corporate Month of 
Service program started by the Hands On Network.

They encourage volunteers to collectively contribute more than 
500,000 hours nationwide during a month-long period.

At the Shearn makeover, Houston-area businesses donated 
$63,700 and over 3,000 volunteer hours. School hallways were 

filled with volunteers from Home Depot, Schlumberger, UBS Securi-
ties, Transocean, Apache Corporation, National Oilwell, AIDS 
Foundation Houston, Jones New York in the Classroom and Fund 
for Teachers. 

Principal Bill Buck was almost speechless as he watched the 
transformation around him.

“We’re here to support the kids,” he said. “We have great teach-
ers here, and when we have the community, parents and everybody 
involved, it just really strengthens that triangle and makes for active 
learning for all the kids.”

Revived playgrounds,
classrooms and landscaping 
put smiles on many student, 
faculty and volunteer faces.

AGICMakeover :
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It’s all in a volunteer’s day



As research studies have shown, the school’s physical environ-
ment is directly related to teacher satisfaction and student behavior. 

Following eight hours of hard work, Shearn’s students, teachers 
and faculty were greeted with freshly-painted classrooms as well as 
new blinds, carpet, bulletin boards, white boards and bookshelves. 
The school’s library was stocked with more than $5,000 worth of 
new books.

Volunteers landscaped the grounds, planted trees, secured picnic 
tables, refurbished sidewalks, repaired gates and completed repairs 
to the black topped area where kids play.

Bob Nardelli, chairman, president and CEO of Home Depot, lent 
a hand by painting a classroom.

In addition to sprucing up the school, Jones New York donated 
new outfits to many of the teachers. 

At the closing ceremony, several Shearn students performed a 
skit, and one student read his essay on the importance of volunteer-
ing.

Volunteers noted that another benefit of this beautification proj-
ect was that it also taught the importance of teamwork, volunteer-
ism and citizenship.

It’s all in a volunteer’s day

Houston
businesses

donated $63,700
and more than
3,000 volunteer

hours at
Shearn

Elementary.
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The Fruit Company is donating 20 percent
of all gift sales made with special promotional
codes directly to Jones New York In The
Classroom. It is the perfect gift, for both
personal and corporate giving, and a perfect
way to support Fund for Teachers. Enter the
source code FFTCLASS at checkout.
The importance of quality education for
America’s youth resonates strongly with
The Fruit Company. The company’s small
agricultural community has witnessed the
erosion of funding for education and the
tragedy of dismissing those devoted teachers
who have a lifetime of educational experience. With the calling to deliver the
best-tasting fruit in the world—and a feeling of responsibility to support of the 
country’s children and their teachers—The Fruit Company has partnered with
Jones New York In The Classroom to benefit non-profit organizations that support 
the nation’s teachers.  

www.thefruitcompany.com/intheclassroom

with 2 recipients

COMING SOON TO A TELEVISION NEAR YOU
 If you live in the Boston area, stay tuned for an upcoming 
program featuring Fund for Teachers Founder Raymond Plank, 
Chris Coxon, deputy superintendent of teaching and learning 
and Dottie Engler, of Boston Plan for Excellence. The program, 
Urban Update, aires Sunday, Dec. 4 at 11:30 a.m. on NBC affili-
ate Channel 7. The weekly program,  hosted by Byron Barnett, 
is devoted to Fund for Teachers.
 Plank discusses his inspiration in founding Fund for Teachers, 
while Coxon talks about the importance the program plays in 
the school system. Engler informs viewers of the gift the fellow-
ships have been for teachers.
 In another segment, four local teachers — Matt Dugan, 
Michelle Pless-Joseph, Mark Lonergan and Sara Zrike, tell of 
their learning experiences received as a Fund for Teachers grant 
recipient. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Fund for Teachers invites anyone who would like to volunteer 
in a variety of capactities to contact us at info@fundforteachers.
org. It’s a great way to become involved.

FELLOWS FORUM ARRIVING SOON
A discussion board will soon be available for teachers at the 
Fund for Teachers web site. They will be able to share experienc-
es, curriculum that has been created as a result of their grants, 
travel tips and their enthusiasm. Watch for future announce-
ments on this exciting new benefit for teachers.

APPLICATION DEADLINE APPROACHES
Don’t forget that the national deadline for receiving the 2006 
Fund for Teachers application is Jan. 20. Teachers will discover 
that preparing an application is easier than ever. Apply online by 
visiting the web site at www.fundforteachers.org. Teachers will 
be guided through the entire application process.

ANNOUNCING OUR NEWEST FFT ARRIVAL
We have a new arrival at our Houston office. Tonya and Ryan 
McKinny welcomed daughter, Emma Caroline, into their family 
Nov. 7 at 9:15 p.m. She weighed in at a healthy 8 pounds, 4 
ounces and measured 21 inches long. Tonya is the program of-
ficer for the Chicago and Washington, D.C. programs.

FROM THE BLACKBOARD

Happy Holidays

May your life 
be blessed
by your
students.
May your 
home be
filled with 
love, joy and 
peace. May 
your inspira-
tion continue 
to shine for 
those who
witness your 
enthusiasm.

GIVE THE GIFT

— 6 —



Continued From Page 1

engaged approach of Fund for Teachers 
in better understanding the impact of the 
trips in the classroom; how to improve the 
grant making/selection process, guiding 
the teachers seeking grants as to how to 
structure effective proposals, and follow up 
with the teachers on the commitments they 
have made to share their experiences,” said 

Schusterman.
“All of this means they are working to 

enhance the impact and effectiveness of the 
donors’ dollars for the teachers, schools 
and students, thereby better leveraging the 
donors’ dollars, which is something all 
donors want.”

The focus of Fund for Teachers is to offer 
opportunities to teachers for professional 
development and rejuvenation.

Fran Kallsnick, an art teacher at Byrd 
Middle School, emotionally shared with the 
audience the moment that she stepped into 
the Sistine Chapel.

“I finally had realized one of the major 
dreams of my life,” she said. “I could have 
never imagined what it could be like in 
person.

“This is my 20th year of teaching, and 
I’m just as inspired, if not more so, now.” 

Teachers share summer experiences
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A teacher inspires us to learn — Learning inspires us to dream — Dreams come true!

My adventure of a lifetime has been 
fulfilled, and my experiences and 
encounters with the Ibans and other 
races of Sarawak, Borneo was of mu-
tual respect. I have grown culturally 
after living with the Ibans, and my life 
and the lives of my students will be 
richer for it.     
         Barry Sprague, Washington, D.C.

I thank Fund for Teachers for giving me the 
incredible opportunity to travel to West Africa 
and experience firsthand what my students 
experience every day as they arrive in America. 
I was able to truly understand and be aware 
of the needs they have when coming to a new 
country. Thank you for allowing me to teach in 
a unique and colorful culture,  having the op-
portunity to open the minds of many students 
and to help improve their reading and writing 
abilities. They were so grateful. I hope to work 
with them once again!

  Cari Gersh, New York City

My trip to the Galapagos Islands fueled my passion for 
biology, and winning students’ hearts and minds for the 
creatures encountered. Thanks for a fantastic, transfor-
mative summer experience!

              Laura Pinho, Los Angeles

My enthusiasm has been renewed, 
and I am eager to share the sights 
and sounds of Alaska. The natural 
wonders far exceeded my expecta-
tions. My students and I thank you 
for the enrichment it is delivering 
to their lives and mine.

     Melanie Pane, Houston
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