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An odyssey is defined as a long series 
of adventures, especially filled with 
notable experiences. We believe that’s 
a great summary of the expeditions our 
FFT Fellows undertake each summer. 
So while the name of this quarterly 
issue remains the same, our look 
changes a bit, allowing our Fellows’ 
odysseys to more prominently portray 
our mission, namely to recognize the 
power of teachers to transform learning 
for themselves, their students and their 
world. Enjoy!

As the seventh anniversary of 9/11 
passes, we are reminded of the tragedy 
that literally and figuratively shook New 
York City and our nation respectively. 
For one lower Manhattan teacher whose 
students witnessed the World Trade 
Centers’ collapse, 9/11 marks the catalyst 
of her desire to more fully understand 
the Muslim culture thrust into the public 
conscious.

Corey Pickering teaches history 
and social studies at Millennium High 
School, which was founded in 2002 
partly as a result of 9/11. Realizing her 
frustration, insecurities and confusion 
surrounding the Islamic faith and mores, 
Pickering submitted an application to 
Fund for Teachers to travel to Turkey and 
immerse herself in the Muslim culture. 
Upon receiving the fellowship, she left in 
July to study the museums and historical 
sites of Istanbul, Cappadocia and Selcuk 
to deepen her understanding of Islam 
past and present. A camera lens was her 
primary investigative tool. She visited 
schools, bazaars and Mediterranean port 
towns, in addition to sites such as the 
1500-year-old Haghia Sophia and ruins

of the Library of Celsus and the Temple 
of Diana.

“Through all of my classes, I aim to 
encourage conversation and reflection 
about important issues facing our soci-
ety today,” explained Pickering. “Travel-
ing to Turkey helped me accomplish this 
goal by deepening my own learning and 
helping me create compelling and appro-
priate class materials.”

Furthering her own educational and 
professional aspirations also fueled her 
desire to pursue an FFT grant.

This fall, 515 FFT Fellows return to 
319 schools from 64 countries with 
swifter minds rejuvenated by learning, 
higher ideals from diverse cultures 
and experiences, and stronger visions 
of their ability to make a difference in 
their worlds. Congratulations to our 
own gold-medal teachers on summers 
well spent!
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Working through my own 
prejudices, expectations 
and discomfort allowed me 
to engage with historical 
material and modern culture 
more deeply.



September mirrored the Dickens’ lines “It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times,” for the month brought many different tales: the excitement of 
our Fellows returning to their classrooms buoyed by their experiences around the 
globe; the destruction Hurricane Ike wrought on the FFT headquarters city, Hous-
ton, Texas; the expectancy of political campaigns and the uncertainties of econom-
ic conditions.  We rely on classroom teachers across the country to work diligently 
to shape lessons that will help students understand their changing world.

Certainly, our Fellows’ quest for life-long learning, as exemplified by their 
unique odysseys to 64 countries this summer, 
represents a climax in our programming 
year. Reading about their travels and their 
renewed enthusiasm for their craft reinforces 
our organization’s valuable role in teacher 
recognition and retention nationwide. 
No part of this work is possible without the 
support of our donors and partners.

When teachers are encouraged and sup-
ported in assessing their own capabilities 
as professionals, they are individually qualified 
to determine how to best improve their skills.  
We are pleased to offer this important opportunity to more teachers through our 
partnership with the Rural School and Community Trust, our newest affiliation, as 
made possible by the generous foresight of an individual donor.  Each of our Fel-
lows represents the high caliber and depth of talent found in today’s teaching force 
in every part of the country.

Seeing the intrinsic value of teachers in the midst of the chaos associated 
with Hurricane Ike inspires. For up to two weeks, electricity evaded Houston area 
schools, leaving the buildings dark and our students unchallenged and without 
structure or instruction.  Parents across the region quickly remembered (the hard 
way) the vitality of teachers and longed for the role they would play in restoring 
normalcy for their children – many of whom were traumatized by the storm.

Educators not only prepare this generation of students for the future, they also 
nurture and guide them in the now. They are a lifeline to previously untapped po-
tential, as well as to security found in routine, order and a caring smile.

Our teachers need encouragement, support and resources in order to not only 
remain in the profession, but to sustain an elevated level of instruction and inspi-
ration. Thank you for supporting every aspect of educators’ responsibilities. By 
funding their summer expeditions, you free them up to be fully present and profes-
sional when the storm winds blow.
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Fund for Teachers enriches the personal 
and professional growth of teachers by 
recognizing and supporting them as they 
identify and pursue opportunities around 
the globe that will have the greatest impact 
on their practice, the academic lives of their 
students and their school communities.

Our Mission

From the Executive Director

Karen Kovach Webb and FFT Fellows 
at the CBS Morning Show
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Plank Fellowship Award
“Please Come to Boston” may be a popular 70s tune, but this year’s Plank 
Fellowship Award winners left Boston in summer 2007 seeking arts-based 
education programs that pique the interests of kids with emotional issues.

Warren Pemsler, Christopher Busch and Ari Hauben 
teach English and art at Boston’s McKinley South 
End Academy. Prior to their FFT experience, the three 
educators collaborated with local cultural institutions to 
create arts and writing-based programs to incorporate 
culture into their curriculums. By applying for an FFT 
grant, they hoped to take that collaboration across the 
pond and back for a greater impact on their students.

“We want to enhance current partnerships with 
Boston’s Huntington Theatre and the Institute of 
Contemporary Art by traveling to England and The 
Netherlands to study drama and art, and to meet with 
their education departments,” read their application. 
Ari added that he hoped to also take part in a two-week 
mentorship in New York City with a painter/printmaker 
before meeting up with Pemsler and Busch in The 
Netherlands.

In addition to a rejuvenating time experiencing the 
best of the arts scene in England and The Netherlands, 
the trio also met with community leaders in both coun-
tries to identify new ways of connecting with students 
through the arts.

Four years ago, Fund for Teachers established the 
Plank Fellowship Award in honor of FFT Founder Raymond 
Plank and in recognition of exceptional Fellows who most 
exemplify the organization’s mission.

Prior recipients include: three teachers from Norman, 
OK, who visited Zimbabwe and subsequently worked to 
establish three schools in that region; and a Brooklyn, NY, 
teacher who traveled to China to absorb the culture and 
gain insight into teaching English to truant and/or dropout 
students in an effort to reengage them in school and help 
them graduate.

What we’re looking for 
in society are those who 
can make a difference. 
But first they’ve got to 
make a difference to 
themselves.
- Raymond Plank

Plank Fellows Christopher Busch, Ari Hauben and 
Warren Pemsler with their awards & students at 
Boston’s McKinley South End Academy



Community 
Partners Spotlight 

A Fund for Teachers fellowship 
is now a possibility for hundreds 
more educators through a new part-
nership with The Rural School and 
Community Trust (RSCT).

RSCT is a national nonprofit 
organization addressing the crucial 
relationship between good schools 
and thriving communities. Working 
in some of the poorest, most chal-
lenging areas in America, The RSCT 
links students’ learning to their 
communities, improves the quality 
of teaching and school leadership, 
and advocates in a variety of ways 
for appropriate state educational 
policies.

“We hope our work with Fund 
for Teachers will enable teachers 
in rural areas to develop new and 
multi-disciplinary  curriculum that 
increases students love of learn-
ing and ability to think critically 
and solve problems,” said Rachel 
Tompkins, RSCT president.

“Compose yourself!” For FFT Alumni 
Carrie Haymond, this is not an order 
shouted one hour before school dismiss-
es for a holiday, but the title of her K-6 
students’ self-recorded CD. 

Haymond’s students at the Genesee 
Community Charter School in Roches-
ter, NY, created musical compositions 
inspired from curricular concepts and 
multiple disciplines. For example, sec-
ond graders learning about the life cycle 
of Chinook salmon wrote music based 
on the movements of fish they observed 
in their classroom tank. Third graders 
composed a melody entitled, “The Dawn 
of Chorus” reflecting the calls and move-
ments of birds they studied.

To create an authentic environment 
for her students, Haymond erected a re-
cording studio in the school’s auditorium 
and even enlisted the help of a profes-
sional sound engineer. Students were 
spared no part of the musical composi-
tion process.

The stunning results of the budding 
musicians’ work, Compose Yourself, 
proved that every child has an inherent 
musician lying dormant. This theory was 
the basis of Haymond’s 2004 FFT grant, 
which she applied toward traveling to 
Austria to study the Orff-Schulwerk phi-
losophy, a process for teaching music to 
young children.

“My FFT experience continues to

impact my students, their parents and 
my professional colleagues,” reflects 
Haymond. “Beyond inspiring me to cre-
ate professionally recorded CDs, creative 
concerts and meaningful arts integrated 
lessons, my time in Austria gave me 
strategies to help students find the musi-
cian within. Children are the compos-
ers of the future and Fund for Teachers 
played a key role in their development 
by supporting one music educator’s 
career-altering summer journey.”

The success of her students’ musical 
endeavor inspired Haymond to share her 
passion for interdisciplinary music edu-
cation with other educators. Haymond 
has since presented several master 
classes on creating original composi-
tions with children at National Expedi-
tionary Learning Conferences and local 
seminars.

“I respect how critical music is for 
igniting the minds and hearts of young 
people, and my work with children 
continues to grow from seeds planted 
by my FFT experience in Austria,” said 
Haymond. “I learned how to tap into the 
creative insight from within my students 
and myself.”

Children are the composers of the 
future and Fund for Teachers played 
a key role in their development by 
supporting one music educator’s 
career-altering summer journey.

Online Application Available

Application Deadline

Selection Committee Meetings

Award Notif ication

October 15, 2008

January 30, 2009

Winter/Spring 2009 

March 31, 2009

Attention FFT Alumni: Send us 

your own story and updates so we 

can celebrate your achievements 

with you.

Fund for Teachers Alumni are among 

the best and brightest in education. 

We plan to use this “Where Are They 

Now” column to keep you posted on 

the continued impact FFT Fellows 

make on their students and their 

communities.

Fund for Teachers relies on Local 
Education Foundations to recruit 
and award fellowships to our 
eventual FFT Fellows, as well 
as to raise money to fund those 
grants. In this and future Odys-
sey’s, get to know these valuable 
FFT team members and the com-
munities they serve.

Carrie Haymond and students utilizing 
Orff Schulwerk methodologies
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The result? SAT Bronx.
SAT Bronx is the brainchild of 2007 FFT 

Fellows Shannon O’Grady and Kristin Ferrales. 
Collaborating with their students from Bronx 
Leadership Academy II and co-author Kathleen 
Cushman, they designed a standardized test to 
reflect issues relevant to the lives and learning 
of urban youth.

O’Grady observed that her students’ SAT 
scores didn’t accurately reflect their intelligence 
and promise. With support from her colleague 
Ferrales, the two started an after-school discus-
sion group for students to tackle the definition 
of “intelligence” and the value of being “street 
smart” vs. “book smart.”

Their year-long effort produced an educa-
tional tool that melds the world of standardized 
testing with the struggles of inner-city teenag-
ers. The group replaced “train A passes train 
B” questions with those structured around 
issues such as ethnic identity, military recruit-
ment of minorities, and the tools necessary to 
succeed in college.

Genesis Garcia, a senior at the time, was 
one of the students who saw SAT Bronx as a 
way to turn the tables on test taking.

“We took the SAT before starting this book. 
So the way we felt after that experience – we 
tried to put into this book to help a person un-
derstand our side,” explained Garcia. “We hope 
it opens their eyes to subjects they’ve never 
seen, just like when we read passages in the 
SAT about topics we’ve never seen.”

What would the SAT look like from a Bronx student’s point 
of view? Two FFT Fellows, 14 students and one journalist 
spent three hours a week for an entire year finding out.

SAT -

Educators can purchase the books by 
the carton at cost.

SAT Bronx contributor, Genesis Garcia, 
enrolled at Barnard University this fall.

To obtain your copy of SAT Bronx, visit
www.wkcd.org

A group in New York discusses SAT Bronx



The Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence recently awarded FFT 2008 
Fellow Sheryl Melton its Oklahoma 
Medal for Excellence, honoring her 
as one of the state’s top five educa-
tors. In addition to earning a $2,000 
cash prize for her school, Melton also 
received a $10,000 grant to further her 
own educational pursuits.

Melton, a 37-year-veteran educa-
tor, teaches Advanced Placement 
English to 11th and 12th graders at 
Beaver High School in Beaver, OK. 
Consequently, she found her sum-
mer spent as an FFT Fellow absorb-
ing many of England’s literary and 
historically-significant landmarks 
particularly rewarding. She spent 
days touring Canterbury Cathedral 
where she saw the steps upon which 
Sir Thomas Becket was murdered, 
and evenings enjoying a performance 
of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at 
the Globe Theater. Other experiences 
included day trips to Dorchester, the 
heart of Thomas Hardy country, as 
well as to Leed’s Castle and Dover 
Beach where she made historical 
connections to Geoffrey Chaucer and 
Matthew Arnold.

“I have become a first-person nar-
rator for my students because I can 
now relate my own experiences to the 
literature I teach,” said Melton. “I am 
the antithesis of Keats’ sonnet, ‘On First 
Looking into Chapman’s Homer.’ Keats 
traveled the world over but a new world 
was opened to him when he read. I had 
read and read, but the world opened to 
me when I traveled to England. Thank 
you so much, Fund for Teachers!”

To follow Melton’s English adven-
ture, visit her pictorial web log at http://
www.beaver.k12.ok.us/smelton/index.htm

Challenging the Image of Islam, One Photograph at a Time (Continued)

“My own learning and intellectual 
growth becomes lost in the midst of the 
administrative aspects of the job,” said 
Pickering. “This FFT fellowship allowed me 
to dedicate myself to being a student for 
two weeks, enriching and enlivening my 
teaching practice for years to come.”

Upon returning home in August, 
Pickering immediately began combining 
her photographs of Turkey’s people, art, 
architecture and artifacts to use as her pri-
mary source material for teaching Islamic 
Studies and Global Studies to her high 
school students. She is also partnering with 
the History, English and art departments 
to develop shared resources concerning 
the question, “Why do we study cultures 
and what can we learn from a culture’s art, 
artifacts or literature?”

“Working through my own prejudices, 
expectations and discomfort allowed me to 
engage with historical material and modern 
culture,” reflected Pickering. “Tacit obser-
vation does not help us better understand 
one another or dispel any prejudices, but 
rather helps to reinforce them. It was only 
through this Fund for Teachers fellowship 
that I was able to work through my precon-
ceptions to a new understanding.”

I have become a first-person 
narrator for my students 
because I can now relate 
my own experiences to the 
literature I teach.

This FFT fellowship allowed me to 
dedicate myself to being a student for 
two weeks, enriching and enlivening my 
teaching practice for years to come.

Big Ben welcomes Sheryl to London

Corey with new friends in an Istanbul park

Corey representing Fund for Teachers among the natural wonders of Cappadocia

Sheryl at the Tower of London
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Jones New York: Where 
Education is Always 
in Fashion 

In August, 20 representatives from eight Com-
munity Partners converged on Boston, the home 
of America’s first public school, for a “state of the 
organization” meeting. For two days, the home of 
Dottie Engler, Boston Plan for Excellence, served 
as our board room and agenda items included 
program, development and marketing issues.

A highlight of the conference was spending 
the day assimilating various aspects of FFT into a 
cohesive statement from which we can globally 
communicate our message:

“Fund for Teachers is the national donor-
supported organization that awards fellowships 
for self-designed professional growth to teachers 
who recognize the value of inquiry, the power of 
knowledge, and their ability to make a difference.”

After all the application revisions, selection 
committee suggestions, fundraising strategies 
(and a few orders of clam chowder), the group 
returned to their corners of the country further 
convinced that FFT is uniquely positioned to rec-
ognize teachers’ ability to transform learning for 
themselves, their students and their communities.

Fund for Teachers continues to 
benefit from Jones New York In The 
Classroom as one of the four recipi-
ents of its fundraising efforts. Below 
are two such initiatives that you have 
the opportunity to support today:

Shop For Education Week
Shop for a good cause - October 11-18th
During Shop for Education Week, 10 percent of select Jones New 
York lines sold (up to a maximum of $500,000) will be donated to 
Jones New York In The Classroom. Participating lines include all 
Jones New York Lines: Collection, Signature, Dress, Suit and Outer-
wear. Shop for Education at participating Macy’s stores.

2008 Cause Tee
Fashion and art come together to support teachers
This limited edition T-shirt, illustrated by Sujean Rim, 
is a chic way to show your support for the cause of 
teachers. Each shirt costs $20, with 100 percent of 
the profits donated to Jones New York In The Classroom, 
a nonprofit organization supporting teachers and children’s 
education. Purchase one for you or your favorite teacher 
at www.jnyintheclassroom.org or participating 
Macy’s locations.

1. Gathered data on the endangered Hawksbill turtle 
in the Great Barrier Reef to bring science into the real 
world for students

2. Studied African slavery and its influence on the Carib-
bean and the US through interviews, art, dance and 
literature

3. Observed and documented the everyday lives of chil-
dren in Beirut, Cairo and Tel Aviv to create cross-cultural 
understanding between them and Chicago students

4. Paddled a sea kayak the entire length of the Lower 
Mississippi River to develop a river ecology unit

5. Visit castles and medieval sites in Scotland to gather 
source material for a learning expedition on the Middle 
Ages

6. Chronicled early Roman architecture to enliven the 
teaching of math through visual imagery

7. Explored the adaptations of wildlife in Alaska’s intri-
cate ecosystems to create an inquiry-based biodiversity 
unit

8. Participated in a solar panel installation seminar and 
adapted a hands-on alternative energy curriculum for high 
school students

9. Studied the exiled Tibetan culture in Dharamsala, India, 
focusing on how the performing arts keep culture alive

10. Created shadow puppets in Indonesia through an 
apprenticeship with a master puppeteer to document this 
rich artistic tradition

11. Rambled through the Lake District of Cumbria, Eng-
land, to walk the paths of the Romantic Poets

12. Took a trip down Route 66 to explore the journey of 
Oklahoma’s migrant workers as depicted in Steinbeck’s 
The Grapes of Wrath to further the teaching of state his-
tory and demonstrate the impact of journaling

13. Toured the original 13 colonies and explored Ameri-
ca’s developmental history to increase understanding of 
our country’s society, culture and political institutions

14. Traveled to Australia to study Aboriginal art forms, 
customs and traditions to develop new curriculum for 
cultural and ethnic units

15. Embarked upon the pilgrimage made by Paulo 
Coelho’s character, Santiago, in The Alchemist in order 
to teach goal setting, perseverance and creating one’s 
personal legend

Fund for Teachers honors the professionalism of dedicated 
teachers and values their judgment about what best im-
pacts their practice. Follow this field journal as it describes 
fellowships designed by Fellows across the nation. 
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