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alongside expert astronomers. During 
the following school year, we will use 
our research to engage students with the 
astronomy and geology of the nearby 
Appalachian Mountains. Through our 
newly informed curriculum and activities, 
students will act as scientists truly do. 
We believe that providing a strong 
sense of what life is like for scientists 
will instill the drive our students need to 
become active members of the scientific 
community.

(combined with the South American 
heritage of so many of our students) led 
us to Chile’s Atacama Desert, considered 
the greatest place in the world to conduct 
astronomical observations because of 
the high altitude, arid conditions and lack 
of light pollution. The geology of this 
area is also unlike anywhere else on the 
planet, often compared to the surface of 
Mars. It’s the driest place in the world 
and will be our laboratory for ten days as 
we strive to design content-rich lessons 
that embed authentic scientific inquiry 
for first graders, third graders and ELL 
students.

During the day, we will travel with 
geologists to explore volcanoes, salt 
flats and the Tatio geysers. We will also 
explore the Valley of the Moon and 
the Salt Mountains. At night, we will 
gaze into the clearest sky in the world 

Destination: Surface of Mars & Valley of the Moon

We have a pretty simple mantra: It’s 
more important to have stories than 
dreams. It’s also more important to 
have knowledge than facts. We wanted 
to create an experience that involved 
science and academics that makes our 
students say, “I want that story.”

We don’t get to create stories in our 
science classrooms; throughout middle 
and high school, “science” is basically 
gimmicky experiments defined by 
teachers to be concise and functional. 
That’s not science. Science is being 
open to wonder and discovery, applying 
the scientific method to authentic and 
meaningful experiences. With exposure 
to THAT kind of science, there’s hope 
that students might want to pursue it and 
become our next generation of scientists.

We based our story (i.e. fellowship) 
on a topic kids love: Space. Their interest 

Angela Jones, Kelly McCarthy and Brian Randall, Hall Fletcher Elementary – Asheville, NC

Team Atacama students try out 
tools for the upcoming fellowship.

Continued on page 6

“If you get, give. 
If you learn, teach.”

- Maya Angelou



Commencement speeches 
have long been delivered, 
awards distributed and final 
bells sounded.  It was my 
privilege to participate in 
several of these celebrations 
around the country. A 
particular thrill was introducing 
Donna Gradel when she 
received the Oklahoma Medal 
for Excellence in Secondary 
Teaching award. Donna, a 
2012 Fellow and teacher of 
environmental science, used 
her grant to travel to Kenya 
with colleague Cindy Gharivband, (named 2014 Teacher of the Year at her 
school) and returned with a mission for students to design, build and test 
aquaponics units and build a prototype they could create on a large scale 
for a Kenyan orphanage. Last summer, Donna and Cindy returned to Kenya 
with students to build the full-size system; this summer, Donna works with 
a group at MIT to scale up this project for future sites. Remarkable women, 
inspired and dedicated educators. I am proud that Fund for Teachers is a 
resource for them and others.

We are able to reach teachers like Cindy and Donna through a rich 
community of partners. The Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence has been 
one for a decade. New to the table, welcome the Mayerson Academy, 
a highly regarded authority in the design and delivery of research-
based professional learning and development.  We are excited about 
the expertise that this Cincinnati organization brings to our community, 
specifically the possibilities to explore student learning outcomes through 
the professional learning experiences that FFT funds.

The ‘lazy hazy days of summer’ are here, but for the latest class of 525 
Fellows, more than sand is on their bucket lists. This Odyssey includes 
some Fellows’ plans, plus special spotlights on alumnae. Teachers are 
at the backbone of every educational model. Fund for Teachers Fellows 
use the summer to power up, stretching their aptitude and strengthening 
their practice through investigative reflection. I encourage you to visit our 
website, a one stop resource on the collective impact of our fellowships; 
read Fellows’ blogs or access tools specifically designed for educators.  If 
you’re interested in watching our teachers build impact, follow our blog, 
Twitter feed and Facebook page and join the momentum.

Wishing you a summer of discovery,
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Our Mission
Fund for Teachers enriches the personal and 
professional growth of teachers by recognizing 
and supporting them as they identify and 
pursue opportunities around the globe that will 
have the greatest impact on their practice, the 
academic lives of their students and on their 
school communities.
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- Martha Kempe 
  Mather Elementary, Dorchester, MA

“I’m the only art teacher in the childhood school 
of America’s foremost Impressionist artist, so 
my fellowship placed me in a unique position to 
inspire children to appreciate the life and work of 
their fellow schoolmate.”

Mission in Motion

Project Description

• Attended the Normandy Impressionist Festival in sites 
across Northern France

• Explored the roots of Impressionism in ports and 
landscapes that inspired renowned Impressionists

• Researched the region’s influence on Childe Hassam, 
America’s foremost Impressionist artist and school 
alumnus

Fellowship Experiences

• Explored Monet’s Giverny, The Museums of Fine Art in 
Rouen and Caen, the André Malraux Modern Art Museum 
in Le Havre and the Boudin Museum in Honfleur

• Toured Parisian museums and locations where Hassam 
and his contemporaries painted

• Learned, through major and minor exhibits associated 
with the festival, practices for teaching students about 
Impressionism

Classroom Impact

Fund Facts: Martha is a graduate of Mather 
Elementary—the first public school in North America. 
She holds degrees from the Massachusetts College 
of Art and Harvard University and serves as secretary 
of the Friends of Childe Hassam Park. The State 
of Massachusetts recently recognized Martha as 
a “Distinguished Arts Educator in Visual Arts in a 
ceremony at the State House.

• Recreated with students one of Hassam’s masterpieces 
as a large-scale installation to commemorate the school’s 
375th anniversary

• Producing a non-fiction picture book showcasing 
Hassam’s life and work using photographs from the 
fellowship

• Involving students in Boston’s new Childe Hassam Park 
through field trips and displays of their original work

To keep the momentum going, 
donate at fundforteachers.org
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- Niels Bohr, 1929

versa, we will make the content more 
relevant and engage a greater number 
of our students attending this Title 1 
school. The culminating project will 
be a gallery exhibition of students’ 
Cubist-inspired paintings, Bohr models 
created in clay and videos filmed and 
produced on iPads. Students will docent 
classmates and family members through 
the exhibition pieces, explaining how 
differing perspectives can be represented 
in a single space.

Most likely our students won’t 
become artists or chemists, but they will 
need proficiency in problem solving, 
time management and responsibility. 
So our team will use this fellowship as a 
backdrop for mastering these life skills.

Fund Facts: Michaelann is a 22-year 
teaching veteran who entered the 
profession after a career in graphic 
design. She leads the Teaching Mentor 
program at Eisenhower High School and 
recently earned her Ed.D. in curriculum 
and instruction.

When considering what and how 
to teach, I like to look for holes in the 
curriculum. I never want to do something 
typical or replicate what’s already 
been done. So when I read about the 
Cubist period’s influence, specifically 
Metzinger’s painting Woman with a 
Horse, on Neils Bohr’s concept of the 
atom, and then couldn’t find much 
research on the topic, I knew I’d found 
the premise for my FFT fellowship.

For three weeks in July, David  
(chemistry teacher), Kaileigh and I (art 
teachers) will research the link between 
Cubism and quantum physics. We begin 
at Bohr’s laboratory and Institute in the 
University of Copenhagen, then tour 
collections of Cubist art across Denmark, 
Germany and Switzerland.  Bohr and 
Picasso viewed the world in terms of 
“complementarity” (one thing can be 
seen in various ways). An electron is 
both as a particle and a wave; people are 
depicted from all possible viewpoints 
on one canvas. We will base our new 
curricula on the same idea, teaching 
students to look at things from multiple 
perspectives: a still life, an issue and 
each other.

By changing the routine and teaching 
science in the art classroom and vice 

Bohr, Not Bored
Michaelann Kelley, David Kitchel and Kaileigh Rosplohowski, Eisenhower High School – Houston, TX 

The team representing Eisenhower High 
School, recognized by the district’s grant 
specialist and area superintendent.

Jean Metzinger, Woman and a Horse, 1911 Staten 
Museum for Kunst, Coppenhagen

...depending upon our arbitrary 
point of view...we must, 
in general, be prepared to 
accept the fact that a complete 
elucidation of one and the same 
object may require diverse points 
of view which defy a unique 
description.
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Way; we’ll explore Daintree National 
Park, filming biodiversity in the world’s 
oldest surviving rainforest; we’ll film 
aquatic life in the Great Barrier Reef 
and interview locals about the impact 
of tourism and conservation. Then, 
we’ll edit our footage to create videos 
for lessons around climate, plant and 
animal adaptations, Earth’s landforms, 
ecosystems and human impact.

Our goal is not to merely increase 
students’ factual knowledge, but to pique 
their curiosity and encourage them to 
follow it. That’s what we’re doing with 
this fellowship. If we can engage their 
passion for science when we return, that 
will mean success.

Capturing on Film the Science of Australia
Meghan Kautzer and Jenny Mathson, The Ewing Marion Kauffman School – Kansas City, MO

Creating college graduates is the 
core purpose of our school, which 
was chartered just three years ago to 
help urban students achieve at very 
high academic levels. Our jobs involve 
creating the science curriculum and, 
although we both majored in sciences in 
college, our studies rarely relate to the 
content we teach fifth and sixth grade 
scientists. Lesson plans currently rely 
on readings and isolated experiments, 
leaving students without connections to 
real-world situations and opportunities 
for independent research. To make 
science come alive for them, we 
designed a fellowship to film Australia’s 
ecosystems and create tangible proof 
that what they’re learning matters.

We’re going out on a limb – we’re 
not film experts. But we are passionate 
about life sciences and know that 
passion, combined with the unique 
climates, life forms and landforms of 
Australia, will engage students beyond 
textbooks and online examples. We’ll 
camp in the outback and film the Milky 

Spring was full of Fund for Teachers celebrations: 
Fellow announcements, orientations, service projects 
and Bon Voyage events. All of these gatherings 
reinforced the notion that becoming a Fellow is just 
the beginning of a career-long association with 
our organization and 6,000+ 
peers around the country.

Once a Fellow, Always a Fellow

Captions (clockwise): Houston alumni joined together on Arbor Day to plant 
200 trees in Memorial Park; FFT Board member Dottie Engler visits with 2013 
Boston Fellows; An excited group of West Texas Fellows at orientation; Asheville 
Fellows found out about their awards in a suprise announcement; Washington 
DC welcomed its 2014 class and made the Washington Post.

Meghan and Jenny check 
in from Sydney.



Fishing on the Upper East Side
Michael Paoli, Ella Baker Middle School – New York City, NY
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My first apartment in New York City was 350 square feet, so I’ve 
always been interested in “creating space.” If I teach students to create 
space that also purifies water and brings food to the table in a low-income 
neighborhood, I make math real for 7th and 8th grade students. So that’s 
what I’m exploring with my fellowship.

For 16 days in July, I will interview French fish farmers and film various 
facilities growing and distributing fish throughout Europe. I’ll also participate 
in workshops on the physical design and construction of systems in 
England – an early leader in the aquaponics industry. This research lays the 
groundwork for students to design and construct a classroom aquaponics 
system, raise edible fish and vegetation as a math/science inquiry and host 
a BBQ at the end of the year with parents. We will also monitor and feed 
the fish using basic robotic programming; use sensors to test the water 
chemistry; and create an automatic fish food catapult that we can control 
from a computer anywhere in the world.

My fellowship combines mathematics, environmental science and 
socio-political ideas, with a flair of aesthetic design. I’m fortunate to work in 
a progressive school where teachers are given guided freedom to develop 
our own responsible curriculum. I am also fortunate to have a wife who’s 
endured my collecting various materials over the past few months: 2x4 
pieces of wood, PVC pipes, wire rods and dowels. And even though my 
apartment is now 650 square feet, space (and patience) has its limits. After 
July, I can take this project to the next level.

Destination: Surface of Mars & 
Valley of the Moon

Additionally, we will host a “Family 
Science Night,” similar to current literacy and 
math school events. Using tools and stories 
from our fellowship, we’ll include families in 
our learning. Through this evening, parents 
join the excitement about science and 
families will share a common knowledge 
and vocabulary. That link could be the bridge 
to students’ scientific careers for families of 
poverty or those not raised in academically-
rich environments.

Our current ability to propel the diverse 
population of students into the scientific 
field is greatly limited by our own lack of 
true scientific skills and experiences. This 
fellowship will fill that gap and empower 
students as our next generation of scientists. 
Our fellowship in the Chilean desert will 
redefine science as a subject built on wonder 
and curiosity, carried through with rigor and 
experienced with joy.

(Continued)

Aquaponics is the growing of fish, or 
other water-based animals, along with 
land plants in a controlled environment, 
to maximize the use of space, energy 
and nutrients.

  Fund for Teachers offers educators 
opportunities they would never otherwise 
have – opportunities that revolve around 
the student while benefitting the educator,” 
said John McDonough, Superintendent of 
Boston Public Schools, in a recent event 
celebrating Boston recipients. “What an 
amazing opportunity to match interests 
and passion with an incredible experience 
and then bring that learning back to the 
classroom. I’m very jealous.”

Fund Facts: Michael is a Master Teacher with Math for America, a 
proud Canadian and married to best-selling author Andrea Syrtash. 
To help fund his classroom aquaponics system, visit Michael’s page at 
Classwish.org and Ioby.org.

Michael and his students 
with a prototype of the future 
aquaponics system.

- John McDonough, Superintendent 
of Boston Public Schools



Fund for Teachers
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Beyond the Classroom
Shakera Walker

2007 - Boston FFT Fellow
Interviewed students and staff in schools and colleges in Melbourne, Victoria 
and Australia’s Council for Educational Research. Toured elementary schools 
to investigate effective research-based early numeracy instruction that could 
help improve math education for economically disadvantaged students and 
students of color.

2010 - US Department of Education Teaching Ambassador
Contributed classroom perspective to the national dialogue on education and 
provided specific outreach to teachers across the country about education 
programs and policies. Worked on early learning initiatives in the Office of 
Early Learning and on issues of teacher and leader effectiveness and standards 
and assessments with the Secretary’s Senior Advisor on Teacher Quality.

2012 - Senior Manager – Teacher Leadership & Professional Development, 
Boston Public Schools
Creating teacher leadership opportunities that support schools in their 
improvement efforts and the development of a new career structure that 
retains and rewards teachers for increased knowledge, skills and performance.

Additional Honors: Named by NBC as an “Education Champion”; recipient of 
the Sontag Prize in Urban Education; Principal Resident (Principal Residency 
Network); member of Massachusetts’ Task Force on Educator Evaluation; 
Boston Teaching Policy Fellow with Teach Plus

The Fund for Teachers 
grant was instrumental in 
promoting my professional 
and personal growth. Through 
FFT, I was able to travel all the 
way across the world to engage 
in an innovative professional 
learning experience in pursuit 
of knowledge and skills that 
served to improve my teaching 
practice. The fellowship 
inspired and empowered me to 

teach in new ways, bring effective early math instruction 
into my classroom and resulted in more in-depth math 
comprehension and ultimately transformed the academic 
lives of my young scholars and the school community. The 
fellowship has and will continue to have an impact in my 
current role as I work toward developing and promoting 
learning experiences for teachers that validate their 
expertise, leadership and professionalism.”


